Too Good to Miss!

(Previous Amazon Editor Picks)

How many have you read?

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HelLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco
farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her
knowledge—became one of the most important tools in medicine. The first “immortal” human cells
grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has been dead for more than sixty years.
HelLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the
atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene
mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually
unknown, buried in an unmarked grave.

Faithful Place by Tana French

In Faithful Place, the highly praised third novel about the Dublin Murder squad, French takes
readers into the mind of Frank Mackey, the hotheaded mastermind of The Likeness, as he wrestles
with his own past and the family, the lover, and the neighborhood he thought he'd left behind for
good.

Matterhorn by Karl Marlantes

An incredible publishing story—written over the course of thirty years by a highly decorated
Vietnam veteran—Matterhorn has been hailed as a “brilliant account of war” (New York Times Book
Review). It is the timeless story of a young Marine lieutenant, Waino Mellas, and his comrades in
Bravo Company, who are dropped into the mountain jungle of Vietham as boys and forced to fight
their way into manhood. Standing in their way are not merely the North Viethamese but also
monsoon rain and mud, leeches and tigers, disease and malnutrition. Almost as daunting, it turns
out, are the obstacles they discover between each other: racial tension, competing ambitions, and
duplicitous superior officers. But when the company finds itself surrounded and outnumbered by a
massive enemy regiment, the Marines are thrust into the raw and all-consuming terror of combat.
The experience will change them forever.

Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand

On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and
disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the
ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who
was struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary
odysseys of the Second World War.




The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson

In this epic, beautifully written masterwork, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel Wilkerson
chronicles one of the great untold stories of American history: the decades-long migration of black
citizens who fled the South for northern and western cities, in search of a better life. From 1915 to
1970, this exodus of almost six million people changed the face of America. Wilkerson compares
this epic migration to the migrations of other peoples in history. She interviewed more than a
thousand people, and gained access to new data and official records, to write this definitive and
vividly dramatic account of how these American journeys unfolded, altering our cities, our country,
and ourselves.

Freedom by Jonathan Franzen

Jonathan Franzen has given us an epic of contemporary love and marriage. Freedom comically and
tragically captures the temptations and burdens of liberty: the thrills of teenage lust, the shaken
compromises of middle age, the wages of suburban sprawl, the heavy weight of empire. In
charting the mistakes and joys of Walter & Patty Berglund as they struggle to learn how to live in
an ever more confusing world, Franzen has produced a deeply moving portrait of our time.

The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest by Stieg Larsson

Lisbeth Salander--the heart of Larsson's two previous novels--lies in critical condition, a bullet
wound to her head, in the intensive care unit of a Swedish city hospital. She’s fighting for her life in
more ways than one: if and when she recovers, she’ll be taken back to Stockholm to stand trial for
three murders. With the help of her friend, journalist Mikael Blomkvist, she will not only have to
prove her innocence, but also identify and denounce those in authority who have allowed the
vulnerable, like herself, to suffer abuse and violence. Once upon a time, she was a victim. Now
Salander is fighting back.

To the End of the Land by David Grossman

Just before his release from service in the Israeli army, Ora’s son Ofer is sent back to the front for
a major offensive. In a fit of preemptive grief and magical thinking, so that no bad news can reach
her, Ora sets out on an epic hike in the Galilee. She is joined by an unlikely companion—Avram, a
former friend and lover with a troubled past—and as they sleep out in the hills, Ora begins to
conjure her son. Ofer’s story, as told by Ora, becomes a surprising balm both for her and for
Avram—and a mother’s powerful meditation on war and family.

Just Kids by Patti Smith

It was the summer Coltrane died, the summer of love and riots, and the summer when a chance
encounter in Brooklyn led two young people—Patti Smith & Robert Mapplethrope--on a path of art,
devotion, and initiation. Just Kids begins as a love story and ends as an elegy. It serves as a salute
to New York City during the late sixties and seventies and to its rich and poor, its hustlers and
hellions. A true fable, it is a portrait of two young artists' ascent, a prelude to fame.

The Big Short by Michael Lewis

The real story of the crash began in bizarre feeder markets where the sun doesn't shine and the
SEC doesn't dare, or bother, to tread: the bond and real estate derivative markets where geeks
invent impenetrable securities to profit from the misery of lower--and middle--class Americans who
can't pay their debts. The smart people who understood what was or might be happening were
paralyzed by hope and fear; in any case, they weren't talking. Out of a handful of unlikely--really
unlikely--heroes, Lewis fashions a story as compelling and unusual as any of his earlier bestsellers,
proving yet again that he is the finest and funniest chronicler of our time.




