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ÅWhy eBooks?
ÅeBook Facts
ÅeBook Formats
ÅE-Ink vs. LCD
ÅDigital Rights Management





PROS

Á For publishers:
Á Less expensive to produce

ÁEasier to transport

ÁReduced storage 
requirements

ÁReduce reliance on paper

Á For readers:
ÁNever go out of print (in 

theory)

ÁOften less expensive to 
purchase

CONS

Á For publishers:
ÁPiracy

ÁCost of conversion of backlists

Á For readers
ÁCost for devices

ÁDead batteries

ÁElectronic device restrictions



ÁChristmas Day 2010 ɀAmazon sells more 
ebooks than print books in a single day for 
the first time

ÁJuly 2010 ɀMore eBooks than hardcover books

ÁJanuary 2011 ɀMore eBooks than paperbacks

ÁMay 2011 ɀMore eBooks than all print books

ÁeBooks account for approximately ~17% of all 
book sales ɀ25% by 2012



ÁEPUB/EPUB3
ÁKindle (aka Mobipocket, AZW)
ÁPDF



ÁIndustry standard developed by the 
International Digital Publishing Forum
ÁText can be ñreflowedòbased on font size and 

reader position
ÁSupported by widest variety of eReaders



ÁNew version to be finalized this summer
ÁIncludes audio, video, interactivity, text-to-

speech
ÁNo announced devices support it yet
ÁOlder reading devices might not be able to 

read these files



ÁMobipocket or AZW

ÁBased on early version of EPUB with some 
proprietary modifications

ÁAlso provides reflowable text
ÁMainly used on Amazon Kindle devices or 

software



ÁPages are exactly like those from printed 
page
ÁAbility to zoom, but not reflow

ÁUnless the PDF was created to allow reflowing

ÁWell-suited for complex page layouts and 
technical data



E-INK

Á Uses less power
Á Less expensive
Á Slower refresh rate
Á Cannot show video
Á Can be easier on the eyes
Á Currently only shades of 

gray
Á Requires some ambient 

light

LCD

Á Color screens
Á Multimedia
Á May cause eye strain
Á Difficult to read in bright 

light



ÁPrevents piracy of published materials
ÁAlso used to limit time licenses
ÁControls copying of text and printing
ÁMakes movement between devices difficult, 

if not impossible
ÁLeading protection schemes:

ÁApple FairPlay

ÁAdobe Content Server 

ÁAmazon



ÅAmazon Kindle
ÅBarnes & Noble nook
ÅSony Reader
ÅApple iPhone/iPod Touch
ÅApple iPad
ÅOther devices/software



ÁKindle (3rd generation) $114+
ÁFormats: Kindle, PDF, Word (via 

email)
ÁDRM: Amazon
Á6òE-Ink screen (16 shades of 

gray)
Á3,500 books
ÁUp to 1 week/charge (with 

wireless on)
ÁBooks delivered right to device
ÁText-to-Speech (most publishers 

disable this)



ÁKindle DX - $369+
ÁFormats: Kindle, PDF, Word (via 

email)
ÁDRM: Amazon
Á9.7òE-Ink screen (16 shades of 

gray)
Á3,500 books
ÁUp to 1 week/charge (with 

wireless on)
ÁAuto-rotation
ÁFree 3G global wireless
ÁBooks delivered right to device
ÁText-to-Speech (most 

publishers disable this)



ÁNook - $139+
ÁFormats: EPUB, PDF

ÁDRM: Adobe

Á6òE-Ink touch screen (16 shades of 
gray)

Á1000+ books (expandable memory)

ÁUp to 1 week/charge (with wireless 
on)

Á3G + WiFi

ÁBook lending, free wi-fi in store



ÁnookColor - $226+
ÁFormats: EPUB, PDF

ÁDRM: Adobe

Á7òLCD color screen

Á5000+ books (expandable memory)

ÁUp to 8 hours/charge (with wireless 
OFF)

Á3G + WiFi

ÁAndroid tablet features (MP3, 
browser, apps)



ÁPocket Edition (PRS300) -
$69+

ÁFormats: EPUB, PDF, Word

ÁDRM: Adobe

Á5òE-Ink screen (8 shades of 
gray)

Á350 books

ÁApprox 2 weeks/charge 
(6800 page turns)



ÁTouch Edition (PRS600) -
$138+

ÁFormats: EPUB, PDF, Word

ÁDRM: Adobe

Á6òE-Ink touch screen (8 shades 
of gray)

Á350+ books (expandable 
memory)

ÁMP3 playback, photo viewer, 
dictionary, highlighting & 
notes



ÁDaily Edition (PRS900) - $251+
ÁFormats: EPUB, PDF, Word
ÁDRM: Adobe
Á7òE-Ink touch screen (16 shades of 

gray)
Á1000+ books (expandable 

memory)
ÁSubscribe to newspapers and 

magazines
ÁApprox 7 days/charge (with 

wireless on)
ÁMP3 playback, photo viewer, 

screen rotation, dictionary, 
highlighting & notes, free 3G 
wireless



Á iPhone/iPod Touch - $199+

ÁFormats: EPUB, Kindle, PDF, 
Word (with apps)

ÁDRM: Apple

Á3.5òColor multi-touch screen

ÁMP3 playback, 3G/WiFi 

ÁeReader apps:
Á iBooks

ÁStanza

ÁKindle for iPhone

ÁB&N Reader



ÁiPad 2 - $475+
ÁiBooks App & iBookstore

ÁFormats: EPUB, PDF

ÁDRM: Apple

Á9.7òColor multi-touch screen

ÁMP3 playback, 3G/WiFi, 

ÁAdditional eReader apps:
ÁStanza

ÁKindle for iPhone

ÁB&N Reader

ÁKobo



ÁeReader Apps available from Android Market

ÁGoogle

ÁKindle

ÁNook

ÁKobo

Ánon-DRM EPUB

ǐAldiko

ǐFBReader

ǐWordoholic

ǐWordPlayer



ÁKobo eReader - $129+

Á6òE-Ink; EPUB/PDF; Adobe

ÁMost similar to Kindle

ÁAluratek Libre Pro ɀ$169+

Á5òE-Ink; EPUB/PDF; Adobe

ÁSimilar to Sony Pocket

Á24 hr battery life



ÁAmazon, Barnes & Noble, Kobo have 
developed apps that can access their stores 
and download books

ÁSupport for various platforms

ǐPC/Mac, iPad/iPhone, Blackberry, Android, WebOS

ÁSynchronized reading between connected devices

ǐIncluding highlighting and notes



ÅWhere to Buy eReaders
ÅBuying/Downloading eBooks
ÅAdobe Digital Editions
ÅeBooks Through the Library



ÁBestBuy
ÁKobo, iPad 2/iPhone, Nook/NookColor, Kindle, 

Velocity Micro, Pandigital, Nextbook, Galaxy Tab, 
Literati, Ectaco, Xoom

ÁTarget
ÁKindle, Pandigital, Kobo, Google, Sony, Aluratek, 

Xoom
ÁWalmart
ÁiPad 2/iPhone, Nook/NookColor, Ectaco, Archos, 

Velocity Micro, Ematic, Sony, Aluratek, Pandigital, 
Viewsonic  



ÁAmazon.com
ÁKindle

ÁBorders
ÁKobo, Xoom

ÁOffice Depot
ÁAluratek, Pandigital

ÁOffice Max
ÁAluratek, Pandigital



ÁBarnes & Noble
ÁNook/NookColor

ÁApple Stores/Apple.com
ÁiPad 2, iPhone, iPod Touch

ÁEbay.com



ÁAmazon.com (retail & free) ɀKindle only
ÁBarnesandnoble.com (retail & free) ɀ

EPUB(Adobe)
ÁEbookstore.sony.com (retail & free) ɀ

EPUB(Adobe)
ÁKobobooks.com (retail & free) ɀ

EPUB(Adobe)

ÁWill also be basis for Borders eBookstore 

ÁiTunes (retail & free) ɀEPUB (Apple)



ÁClive Cussler ɀThe Kingdom

ÁHardcover

ǐAmazon - $16.67; B&N - $16.83

ÁeBook

ǐKindle & EPUB- $14.99

ÁSuzanne Collins ɀThe Hunger Games

ÁHardcover/Paperback

ǐAmazon - $9.71/$4.94; B&N- $9.99/$4.98

ÁeBook

ǐKobo, B&N, Kindle ɀ$4.69; Sony ɀ$5.00; iTunes - NA



ÁFeedbooks.com (free) ɀKindle, EPUB, PDF 
(no DRM)
ÁBooks.google.com/ebooks ɀEPUB, PDF

ÁMany books are scanned and OCR is questionable

ÁGutenberg.org (free) ɀKindle, EPUB, PDF (no 
DRM)
Á-ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ȣ



ÁSoftware to manage copy-protected books 
between computers and devices
ÁSupports EPUB and PDF
ÁSupports book borrowing (e.g. from the 

library)
ÁWorks on PC or Mac

Áwww.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/







ÁLibrary2go.info
ÁCan check out books in EPUB format using 

your current library account

ÁCan be read on any device that supports Adobe 
DRM (Nook, Sony, Libre, Kobo, etc.)

ÁBook downloaded to Adobe Digital Editions and 
then transferred to device

ÁCan place holds on checked out items and 
create wish lists





ÁMore interactivity/functionality based on 
EPUB3

ÁPossible confusion on formats as new devices 
come out

ÁMore innovation/convergence in 
devices/platforms
ÁLower device prices
ÁWider usage

ÁSchools

ÁBusiness



Questions?


